Follow-up in general practice of patients treated for precancer of the cervix uteri.
It is known that some patients with invasive cancer of the cervix uteri have previously had a positive vaginal cytology, which was not followed up. More recent investigations have also shown that invasive cancer has developed in patients who were treated for premalignant stages of cervical cancer, but who were not followed up adequately. In Denmark, these patients are advised to attend their practitioner for an annual check. The aim of the present study was to find out if 39 women, treated in a hospital for early cervical cancer, did in fact attend their practitioner for adequate follow-up. Fifteen per cent attended less frequently, and 21% more frequently than recommended, while 64% attended as per the schedule. Women who had undergone surgery for the early stages were significantly better attenders. Women over 30 years of age had a similar tendency, but the difference was not significant. It is suggested that, in the interest of more effective follow-up, registration should be computer-controlled.